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ORCHESTRATION

2 Flutes (2. dbl. Piccolo) 
2 Oboes (2. dbl. English Horn) 
2 Clarinets in Bb (1. dbl. Clarinet in E¨,

2. dbl. Bass Clarinet in B¨)
Alto Saxophone in E¨
Bassoon
Contrabassoon

3 Horns in F 
2 Trumpets in C (1. dbl. Piccolo Trumpet in E¨)
Tenor Trombone (with F attachment) 
Tuba

Timpani
3 Percussion
Harp (Optional)
Keyboard (with Piano, Celesta, Harpsichord,
Electric Piano and Marimba sounds) 

Onstage Solo Viola

Strings

Running time is approximately 2 hours and 6 minutes, 
Including one 20-minute intermission. 
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MILLICENT JORDAN  Lyric coloratura soprano.

Cast

40-43 years old. Wife of Oliver, mother of Paula; 
a veneer of vapidness hides an inner resolve. 


OLIVER JORDAN  Baritone 50-55 years old. Husband of Millicent, father of Paula;

quiet, dignified, sensitive.

PAULA JORDAN  Soprano 19-20 years old. Daughter of Oliver and Millicent;
stylish, confident, but naive about love.

CARLOTTA VANCE  Soprano 50-55 years old. A former star of the theatre;
still vital, with a flair for the dramatic.

DAN PACKARD  Baritone 30-35 years old. Husband of Kitty Packard;
self-important businessman, a loud-mouth.

KITTY PACKARD  Soprano 22-27 years old. Bored wife of Dan Packard;
sexy, sleek, and knows her power.

LUCY TALBOT  Mezzo-Soprano 35-40 years old. Wife of Dr. Talbot;
smart, poised and unhappy in her marriage.


LARRY RENAULT  Tenor 45-49 years old. A former movie star;

faded from too much drink.
He is a casuality of the end of the silent era.

DR. JOSEPH TALBOT  Baritone 35-40 years old. Husband of Lucy Talbot;
handsome, confident, starting to show a conscience.

MAX KANE  Bass 30-35 years old. Larry's agent.


GUSTAVE  Baritone 25-35 years old. The Jordans' butler.

MISS COPELAND  Soprano 40-45 years old. Oliver's secretary.

TINA  Mezzo-Soprano 20-25 years old. Kitty's maid.

MISS ALDEN  Soprano 25-30 years old. Dr. Talbot's assistant.


EDDIE  Tenor 16-18 years old. Hotel Versailles bellboy.



ZOLTÁN

MR. HATFIELD  Baritone

Non speaking role  Onstage Solo Violist

30 years old. Hotel Versailles manager.
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Here, you can have your damn brace lets!-

Oh, dear, what a voice!

Ti na!- You try na- slice off my heel or some thin'?-


Figure 1

In Figure 1, a normal notehead with an x through its stem indicates a general allusion
to pitch, but in a speaking tone.

Figure 2

ACCIDENTALS
Courtesy accidentals are added to ease sightreading. Accidentals still remain in force and are canceled
in the traditional way. Fewer or no courtesy accidentals are found in music with a key signature.

VOCAL NOTATION
Three forms of notation indicate other than normal singing tone. These are indicated as follows:




Guide to Idiomatic Notation



Figure 3

In Figure 2, the x-noteheads give the general contour of the line, but pitches are not
as important as in Figure 1. The notes are spoken.



In Figure 3, stems without noteheads give just the rough shape of the spoken line..

3

          

        

    

v
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Music by
WILLIAM BOLCOM

Copyright © 2017, Edward B. Marks Music Company & Bolcom Music

DINNER at EIGHT

Tempo di Broadway, h = 152 or slower

The creators of Dinner At Eight dedicate this score
to the memory of Arnold Weinstein.

ACT I, Prologue 1

       Libretto by
MARK CAMPBELL

Orchestra
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[Full Overture. Lights up on a Manhattan skyline.] 
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[An ENSEMBLE composed of MAX KANE, GUSTAVE, MISS COPELAND, 
TINA, MISS ALDEN, EDDIE, MR. HATFIELD and the VIOLIST strides onstage 
in costumes and props befitting THEIR professions. THEY sing.]

 Ensemble:

Times may be tough, Times may be
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Times may be tough, Times may be
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
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    
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